
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: ROBERT A. LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST TO REMOVE ONE OAK TREE - 758 BRAHMA STREET 

(LISCERELLI) 
 
DATE: NOVEMBER 1, 2005 
 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a request to remove one healthy 36-inch 

Valley Oak Tree. 
 

Facts:             1. On September 13, 2005, the City received an application from Chuck 
Scovell Arborist, on behalf of Cathy and Peter Lischerelli, requesting the 
removal of the 36-inch Valley Oak tree located in the rear yard of the 
Lischerelli’s property at 758 Brahma Street.  

 
2. The Lischerelli’s are requesting the removal of the tree based on what they 

characterize as the high costs and health related reasons associated with 
spraying, raking and vacuuming the debris, leaves, blossoms, which fall on 
their patio/back yard. (See the attached letter from the Lischerelli’s) 

 
3.  The arborist in his Report (attached) indicates that the tree is in good 

condition. The arborist claims that because of excessive growth, the tree is 
producing large amounts of debris. 

 
4. When reviewing the Quercus Lobata (Valley Oak) species in the Sunset 

Western Garden Book, it identifies the species as being deciduous and 
claims that debris from the tree is characteristic of Valley Oaks. (See the 
attached excerpt from the Sunset Western Garden Book)   

 
 

Analysis 
And Conclusion: Based on the fact that the Arborist has indicated the tree is good 

condition, that debris is characteristic of Valley Oak Trees, and the fact 
that the Oak Tree Preservation Ordinance was established to preserve 
oak trees in order to maintain the heritage and character of the City of 
El Paso de Robles (“The Pass of the Oaks”) as well preserve the beauty 
and identity of the community, it would seem that removing this tree 
would be in conflict with the Oak Tree Ordinance. 

 
 
 
 



Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None 

 
Options: a.  Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx denying the oak tree removal request based 

on the conclusion of the Arborist Report identifying that the tree is in 
good condition, and that removing an oak tree that is in good condition 
does not meet the purpose and intent of the Oak Tree Preservation 
Ordinance;  

  
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above options. 

 
Attachments:  

1. Letter from Peter and Cathy Lischerelli 
2. Arborist Report from Chuck Scovell 
3. Excerpt from Sunset Western Garden Book 
4. Photos of the Oak Tree 
5. Resolution to Deny Oak Tree Removal      

 
 
 
H:\Darren\oaktreeremoval\758BrhamaStreet -Lischerelli. 















RESOLUTION NO. 05- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
DENYING THE REQUEST TO REMOVE ONE OAK TREE AT 758 BRAHMA STREET 

(LISCHERELLI) 
  
 
WHEREAS, the City has received an application submitted by Chuck Scovel, on behalf of Cathy and 
Peter Lischerelli, to remove one (1) Valley Oak tree (the tree has a diameter of 36-inches) located at 758 
Brahma Street; and 
 
WHEREAS, the tree is located in the rear yard and is being requested to be removed based on reasons of 
hardship to the Lischerelli’s which include high costs and health impacts associated with maintaining the 
oak tree; and  
 
WHEREAS, Chuck Scovel, Arborist has submitted a letter that identifies the tree as being in “Good 
Condition”; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sunset Western Garden Book identifies Valley Oak Trees as being deciduous and indicates 
that debris from the tree is characteristic; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s Oak Tree Preservation Ordinance was established to preserve oak trees in order 
to maintain the heritage and character of the City of El Paso de Robles (“The Pass of the Oaks”) as well 
preserve the beauty and identity of the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, it would seem that removing this tree would be in conflict with the Oak Tree Ordinance; 
and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby deny the request to remove the 36-inch Valley Oak Tree located at 758 Brahma Street. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 1st day of 
November 2005 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

____________________________________ 
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 


